What do we mean when we use the word “evangelical” in the Ancient Evangelical Future?
By Robert E. Webber

In recent years the word evangelical has been shunned by many people, particularly because it has been misused by some outlandish Christian preachers and entertainers in the media.  The secular media has not been overly friendly to the word either.  However, the fact is that evangelical has become a household word and should be used.  But, it needs to be re-framed.  And there is no better definition of the word then what you will find in the New Testament scripture.


The word “evangelical” comes from the Greek word evangelion.  A glance at any Greek lexicon shows that the word in its various forms is translated as good tidings, good news, or gospel.  “Evangelical” always refers to the good news that God the creator has become incarnate to live among us, to take our suffering into himself, to die on the cross, be resurrected from the dead, ascend into heaven where he now intercedes for us, and will return to reclaim the world for himself and rule forever in the new heavens and the new earth.  This is really good news!  It is news worth sharing with our neighbor and with the whole world!  There is no news better than this news

How has the word evangelical been used in the past?


Prior to the twenty-first century the word evangelical was usually used to define a particular group.  Christians were divided by terms such as Catholics and Orthodox to refer to the ancient traditions, then denominational terms such as Episcopal, Presbyterian or Baptist, (etc.) were used to identify modern Christian movements, and evangelical was the term applied to the more fundamentalist groups that emerged in the twentieth century along with other terms such as charismatic and Pentecostal

The reality is that every Christian grouping with the exception of the liberals who have re-written Christian doctrine and ethics have a common evangelical background.  We all go back to the incredible news of God’s great story for the world!

I am not suggesting we overlook or deny our differences.  We can say “I am a Pentecostal evangelical or a Catholic evangelical or a Baptist evangelical, but I am first an evangelical.  I whole heartedly embrace the most comprehensive story in the whole world – the good news that “God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ” (II. Cor. 15:19).  I whole heartedly join with my brothers and sisters around the world to proclaim this story as the one true narrative of the whole world over against all other secular and religious stories.

PAGE  
1

