A Challenge
From the Conclusion of Who Gets to Narrate the World by Robert Webber

In Who Gets to Narrate the World?  I have rung a wake-up call – a call to all Christians to become aware of the most pressing spiritual issue of our time.


The issue is the rise of Radical Islam and its theological commitment to Allah to rule the world under Mohammed and Sharia Law.


The issue has two parts.  The most severe threat, the one the church can address, is the spiritual struggle with the world wide domination of Islam accomplished through the sword by killing all the Western infidels.  The other issue, which the church can only address in prayer, is the threat to Democracy and to the freedom it brings to all, especially women and Christians and to the protection it brings to the aged, infirm and children.


Many Christians in America and non-Christians in America do not think deeply about these questions.  They read of what is going on in the Middle East and in Europe, but appear to be impervious to the threat reaching the chores of North America.  But we must “wake-up” for the forces of hate are mounting and the threat is more real than most suspect.


What I have offered in this book is a post-modern apologetic – a very old way of understanding and presenting the Christian faith – comprehensive narrative of the whole world.  I have set forth this apologetic first of all to strengthen you, the Christian, for what lies ahead, and second, should you have an opportunity to witness to a Muslim (although Radical Muslims are very closed to serious discussions of faith), you will be better prepared.  My approach is simple and it includes knowing the Biblical-theological narrative, knowing the path of Christian history and knowing our current cultural crisis.


First, the knowledge of the Biblical-theological narrative.  The old apologetic uses reason, science and other disciplines to prove the accuracy and superiority of God’s narrative.  The new apologetic, the one that goes all the way back to the Apostles and the Apostolic tradition developed among the ancient fathers just tells the story.  The comprehensive story of God is a story that stands on its own and is in no need of outside support.  The heart of the story is how God becomes one of us to take our suffering into himself, to deal with sin, overcome death, and be resurrected to new life.  The Muslims have no such story.  They have only one way to deal with sin – keep the rules.  They have only one way to deal with death – pass through it.  In their world-system there is no peace or justice other than blind obedience.  Take time to make a comparison between the faith of Islam and Christianity.  Know God’s narrative.  In order to truly know God’s narrative the knife will have to be put to the way in which the Christian faith has been accommodated to culture.  Become increasingly aware, as you study God’s cosmic narrative of how this world’s encompassing narrative has been reduced to a focus on my narrative and how it has been corrupted by civil religion, rationalism and pragmatism.  These two sides of defense – recovering the biblical-theological of the narrative and turning away from Christian accommodation to culture – are huge expectations, but necessary for the witness of the faith and the defense of freedom of the 21st century.


The second imperative is to recover the historical trajectory of the church.  I do not ask you to understand all the details of church history.  Instead I ask for an understanding of the narrative of the Western church, our heritage.  I have outlined that heritage in this book showing how Christianity originated in Pagan Rome, how it witnesses and lived in a world of moral decadence, philosophical relativism, and religious pluralism.  I then briefly spoke of the impact of the faith on the foundations of the Western civilization.  It is good to know this information, especially when someone will discount Christianity as an oppressive war-like faith through the centuries.  We can find also, in the archives of history those ways in which the church thrived under persecution, or was revived in new ways when Christian witness was at an all time low, or cultural influences were so strong that Christian faith was compromised.


Third, we must take into account the contemporary situation in which we find ourselves.  We can more effectively bring the biblical-theological narrative to our present situation if we know where we are and how we got there.  For this reason it is important to know the history of how God’s world-encompassing narrative was reduced to the chamber of the heart by the rise of secularism.  Secularism has won on three accounts – first by challenging the cosmic dimension of the gospel; second by forcing Christians to make the gospel all about our personal journey; and third by drawing Christians into a method of defending the gospel using secular methods of reason and science.  The testimony to the truth of God’s narrative is not found outside the Bible, but inside the Bible, in its story, its typologies, and prophecies.  There is no narrative that begins to compare – a God who enters our suffering to take on our suffering, to deliver us from sin and death and deliver the world from the domain of darkness.


It doesn’t get any better than that!


Allah is not Lord. Sharia Law is not what we are called to live under.


Jesus is Lord!  And this truth will make you free.
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